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Dr. Anthony Leiserowitz is a remarkable scientist who has reached great heights assess-
ing public attitudes and perceptions on a range of environmental issues. His ongoing
work assessing the environmental perceptions and priorities of the US public, particularly
in the area of climate change, repeatedly gets the attention of a range of stakeholders, in-
cluding very influential decision-makers. He not only provides us with vital data based
on extensive national surveys, but his insights also provide us with a deep understand-
ing of the human, social and political realities underlying these issues. I might mention
that every time he sends me a summary of his latest research in the US, I circulate it to
the elected o∞cers of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (ipcc) because I
cannot think of a more reliable assessment of public attitudes on climate change. The
IPCC of course is a scientific body, but it has now to deal increasingly with the challenge
of informing the public about the findings of ipcc reports.

It is heartening that Dr. Leiserowitz has expanded his research on public responses to cli-
mate change to other countries around the world. I am particularly happy that in this
study, which is based on rigorous scientific methods, he has assessed public climate
change awareness, knowledge, attitudes, and policy support in India. The results make
very interesting and highly useful reading. I am sure that this study will receive substan-
tial attention and should inform stakeholders across India. Dr. Leiserowitz has asked the
Indian public a series of questions that deal with vital issues at the top of people’s con-
cerns, such as droughts, floods and the public’s ability to recover from climate-related
disasters. He has also very ingeniously asked Indians about intergenerational issues, in-
cluding the need to balance current consumption with its impact on the opportunity for
future generations to meet their own needs, the essential core of sustainable develop-
ment.

I hope that this pioneering work will inspire other researchers in India to carry out addi-
tional climate change-related surveys and assessments at the national as well as the sub-
national levels across the wide diversity of this country.

– Dr. Rajendra K. Pachauri
Chair, UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (ipcc)

Director General, The Energy & Resources Institute (teri)
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• 53 percent said that protecting the environment is more important, even if it reduces
economic growth, while 28 percent said that economic growth is more important, even
if it leads to environmental problems.

Values

• Overall, respondents tended to hold stronger egalitarian than individualistic values;
• Respondents were evenly divided between those that said “individuals can make their

own destiny” vs. “everything in life is the result of fate.”

Media Use

• 65 percent of respondents watch television 5 or more days a week, compared to news-
papers (54%), radio (25%), movies (21%), or the internet (18%);

• News about sports and television and movie stars were the most closely followed types
of news (39%), followed by world a≠airs (36%), local politics (36%), environmental
issues (35%), national politics (34%), the local weather forecast (32%), and business
and financial news (31%);

• 80 percent of respondents watch or listen to serial dramas on television or radio.
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India is one of the world’s most vulnerable countries to climate change (Cruz et al., 2007;
napcc, 2008; incca, 2010). About half of India’s population is dependent upon agri-
culture or other climate sensitive sectors (Bureau of Labour Statistics, India, 2010), and
about 76 percent of the population lives on less than $2 a day (World Bank, 2008). The
2010 United Nations Human Development Report (hdr, 2010) found that poverty lev-
els in eight Indian states are as acute as those in the 26 poorest countries in Africa. These
eight Indian states are home to about 421 million people in poverty, 11 million more peo-
ple in poverty than in the 26 poorest African countries combined. India is vulnerable to
sea level rise and extreme weather events, and will increasingly face threats to human
health, water availability, and food security (Cruz, et. al., 2007). Additionally, about 12
percent (40 million hectares) of India is flood prone, while 16 percent (51 million
hectares) is drought prone (cwc, 2011)—thus India is also vulnerable to potential cli-
mate change-induced shifts in precipitation patterns. 

In per capita terms, the average Indian emitted only 1 ton of carbon dioxide in 2009,
while the average American was responsible for 17 tons, reflecting the large economic
di≠erences between the two nations (iea, 2011). Additionally, the U.S. is the world’s
single largest historic emitter, alone responsible for about 27 percent of global emissions
from 1751-2008, while India ranks seventh, with less than 3 percent of historical emis-
sions (Boden et al., 2011). However, India today is one of the world’s fastest growing
economies. As a nation, India is now the world’s third largest emitter of carbon dioxide,
having almost tripled its annual emissions between 1990 and 2009, from less than 600
to nearly 1600 metric tons. India’s annual emissions of carbon dioxide are projected to
further increase almost 2.5 times between 2008 and 2035 (iea, 2011).

Climate change and energy are now a focus of local, state, and national attention around
the world. India has long been a key player in international negotiations and has begun
implementing a diverse portfolio of policies nationally and within individual states to im-
prove energy e∞ciency, develop clean sources of energy, and prepare for the impacts of
a changing climate. An e≠ective national strategy, however, must take into account the
climate change and energy-related beliefs, attitudes, policy preferences, and behaviors
of the Indian people, who will play a vital role in the success or failure of this strategy
through their decisions as citizens, consumers, and communities. Building public ac-
ceptance, support, and demand for new policies to both limit the severity of global
warming and prepare for the impacts of a changing climate will require education and
communication strategies based upon a clear understanding of what Indians already
know, believe, and support, as well as what they currently misunderstand, disbelieve, or
oppose.
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In an e≠ort to help establish a baseline understanding of public responses to these issues
in India, the Yale Project on Climate Change Communication conducted a national sur-
vey in November and December of 2011 to investigate the current state of public climate
change awareness, beliefs, attitudes, policy support, and behaviors, as well as public ob-
servations of changes in local weather and climate patterns and self-reported vulnera-
bility to extreme weather events. Climate change and Indian society are both highly
complex and a single study cannot do service to their full richness and diversity.
Nonetheless, this study does take an in-depth and rigorous look at some of the key di-
mensions of these issues in India. This research is intended to contribute to both scien-
tific and public understanding and dialogue about these issues and provide useful
information for the Indian climate change community.

This report provides the topline survey results, as well as the results broken down by
di≠erent demographics and geographic areas. A second report is forthcoming which will
segment the survey respondents into distinct audiences requiring tailored climate change
education and communication.
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India is geographically very diverse and di≠erent parts of the country experience very
di≠erent patterns of local rainfall, extreme weather events, and the monsoon. Nonethe-
less, a majority of survey respondents across India said that they have observed changes
in local climate and weather patterns in their own area. 

Overall, 46 percent of respondents said that the average amount of rainfall in their own
local area had decreased over the past 10 years, 34 percent said that it had increased, and
17 percent said it had stayed about the same (Fig. 1). A majority of respondents (54%) said
that hot days have become more frequent in their local area, 23 percent said they have be-
come less frequent, and 19 percent said there had been no change (Fig. 2). By contrast,
fewer respondents (21%) said that severe storms had become more frequent, while 31
percent said they had become less frequent and 35 percent said they had not changed.
Similarly, 21 percent said that droughts had become more frequent, while 34 percent said
they had become less frequent, and 34 percent said they had not changed. Finally, only 15
percent of respondents said floods in their local area had become more frequent, while 33
percent said they had become less frequent, and 42 percent said they had not changed. 

Many respondents
said they had ob-
served changes in the
monsoon. Nearly 4
out of 10 said that the
monsoon in their
own local area had
become less pre-
dictable compared to
the past, while 25
percent said it had
become more pre-
dictable and 27 per-
cent said it had not
changed (Fig. 3). 

part 1:

Observations of Local Environmental Change
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Over the past ten years, would you say that the average amount of rainfall each year in your local 
area has been increasing, decreasing, or has it stayed about the same?

Figure 1: Changes in Rainfall
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In your local area, have the following become more frequent, less frequent, or have they not 
changed compared to the past?

Figure 2: Changes in Extreme Weather Events 
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In your local area, does the monsoon seem more predictable, less predictable, or has it not changed 
compared to the past?

Figure 3: Changes in the Monsoon
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2 Note that all results are from an approximately 75% urban and 25% rural sample. A nationally representative (i.e., more
rural) sample would most likely result in higher percentages of Indians reporting these di∞culties.
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part 2:

Climate Vulnerability & Resilience

A majority of respondents (65 to 58%) said that a 1-year long severe drought or flood in
their local area would have a large or medium impact on their lives, including their own
household’s drinking water and food supply, their health, income or house, and their
broader community (Fig. 4 & 5). Fewer than 1 out of 5 said that a severe drought would
have no impact on them. Nearly 2 out of 3 respondents said that it would take their house-
hold or community several months or more to recover from a severe flood or drought
(Fig. 6). In fact, 1 out of 5 respondents said it would take them several years to recover
from such an event.

Nearly 1 out of 4 respondents (24%) reported that in the past year they or a member of
their household had to go without two full meals a day sometimes (17%), often (3%), or
very often (4%) (Figure 7). More than 2 out of 5 (42%) reported that they or a member
of their household had to go without enough clean water in a day sometimes (31%), often
(7%), or very often (4%) (Fig. 10).2

Nearly a third of respondents (30%) said that some (18%), about half (5%), or most or
all (7%) of their household’s diet comes from food they grow, hunt, fish, or gather for
themselves (Fig. 8). Just over a quarter (27%) report that some to all of their food comes
from food given to them by other people in their community (Fig. 9).

Only 31 percent of respondents said that their household income covers their needs and
they are able to save money. Nearly 4 out of 10 said that their income covers their needs,
but by just enough. 17 percent said their income does not cover their needs and they have
some di∞culties, while 11 percent said their income does not cover their needs and they
have great di∞culties (Fig. 11). Almost half of respondents (48%) said that if prices for
electricity and fuel doubled, their household would have to go without using electricity
or fuel sometimes (28%), often (11%), or very often (9%) (Fig. 12).

A majority of respondents said that they feel either very (31%) or somewhat connected
(29%) to other people in their own community (Fig. 13). However, 4 out of 10 said they
feel not very (16%), not at all connected (13%), or said they don’t know (11%). When
asked how many relatives and friends they could count on if they were in trouble and
needed help, almost 3 out of 10 respondents (29%) said “none,” and nearly 4 out of 10
(37%) said only 1 to 5 (Fig. 14).
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If a 1 year-long severe drought happened in your local area, how big of an impact would it have on 
each of the following?

Figure 4: Impact of a Severe Drought
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If a severe flood happened in your local area, how big of an impact would it have on each of the 
following?

Figure 5: Impact of a Severe Flood
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If each of the following happened in your local area, how long do you think it would 
take for your household to recover? Would you say it would take you a month, 
several months, a year, or several years?

Figure 6: Household Recovery Time
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Over the past one year, how often, if at all, did you or any member of your household have to go 
without two full meals a day? Would you say very often, often, sometimes or never?

Figure 7: How Often Gone Without Two Full Meals a Day
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How much of your household’s diet comes from food you grow, hunt, fish or gather for yourselves? 
Would you say most or all of it, about half of it, some of it, or none of it?

Figure 8: How Much of Diet Produced Yourself
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How much of your household’s diet comes from food that other people in your community give to 
you? Would you say most or all of it, about half of it, some of it, or none of it?

Figure 9: How Much of Diet Given by Others in Community
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Over the past one year, how often did you or any member of your household have to go without 
enough clean drinking water in a day? Would you say very often, often, sometimes, or never?

Figure 10: How Often Gone Without Enough Drinking Water
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I will now read out a few statements about your household income. Please tell me which one of the 
following statements is closest to your situation.

Figure 11: Does Income Cover Needs 

n = 3894

Our income covers

our needs and we are 

able to save money

Our income covers

our needs, but by

just enough

Our income does not 

cover our needs and we 

have some difficulties

Our income does not 

cover our needs and we 

have great difficulties

Don’t know 

31%

39%

17%

11%

2%

0 10 20 30 40

15



0

10

20

50

30

40

60

If prices for electricity and fuel doubled, how often would your household have to go without 
using electricity or fuel? Would you say very often, often, sometimes, or never, or do you not 
use electricity or fuel?

Figure 12: If Electricity / Fuel Prices Doubled,
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How connected do you feel to other people in your community? Do you feel very connected, some-
what connected, not very connected, or not at all connected?

Figure 13: Feel Connected to Your Community
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If you were in trouble, how many relatives and friends could you count on to help you? Would you say 
none, one to five, six to ten, eleven to fifteen, sixteen to twenty, or more than twenty?

Figure 14: How Many Relatives and Friends
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part 3:

Global Warming Awareness and Beliefs

Individuals, policymakers, and societies must be aware of and have at least a basic un-
derstanding of a threat to make informed decisions about how to respond. Prior research
(Gallup 2010), has found that only 37 percent of Indians nationally say they know “a great
deal” or “something” about global warming. This study also found limited awareness of
global warming as an issue. Only 7 percent of respondents said that they know “a lot”
about global warming, 25 percent said they know “something”, and 26 percent said they
know “just a little” (Fig. 15). By contrast, 41 percent said they had either “never heard of
it” (25%) or “don’t know” (16%). It is important to note, however, that lack of awareness
of the issue does not mean that individuals have not observed changes in local weather
and climate patterns, as evidenced above. This suggests that many Indians may have ob-
served changes in their local climate and weather patterns, without understanding the
broader issue of global climate change.

Education level was one of the strongest predictors of climate change awareness. Re-
spondents with higher education were substantially more likely to have heard of global
warming than respondents with lower education, especially the non-literate (Fig. 16).
But only 13 percent of respondents with a high school graduate degree and above said
they knew a lot about global warming, suggesting that overall climate change awareness
and literacy remains quite low nationwide.

While many Indians may not be immediately familiar with the issue of “global warming”
they do readily accept the idea, however, when given a short description of the phenom-
enon. The awareness question above was followed by a question with the following short
description: “Global warming refers to the idea that the world’s average temperature has
been increasing over the past 150 years, may be increasing more in the future, and that the
world’s climate and weather patterns may change as a result. What do you think? Do you
think that global warming is happening?” A large majority (72%) of respondents said
“Yes”, while only 11 percent said “No” and 16 percent said “Don’t know” (Fig. 17). Re-
spondents with greater levels of educational attainment were more likely to say yes (80%)
(Fig. 18). Non-literate respondents were less likely to say yes (47%) and over a third
(37%) again said that they don’t know.

A majority of respondents said that if global warming is happening, it is caused mostly
by human activities (56%), while 31 percent said it is caused mostly by natural changes
in the environment (Fig. 19). Only 2 percent said it is not happening, while 11 percent said
they didn’t know.

A majority (61%) of respondents said that they are either very (20%) or somewhat wor-
ried (41%) about global warming (Fig. 20). By contrast, 29 percent said they are either
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not very (21%) or not at all worried (8%), while 9 percent said they don’t know. Only 20
percent said they were “very worried” about the issue, yet 33 percent said the issue is “very
important” to them personally, while another 34 percent said it is “somewhat important”
(Fig. 22). Only 25 percent said it was either not very (17%) or not at all important (8%),
while 9 percent said they don’t know. Respondents with a higher level of education tended
to worry more about global warming and to say that it is personally important to them
than those with less education, especially the non-literate (Fig. 21 and Fig. 23).

Respondents were then asked how much they thought global warming will harm di≠erent
people and species. Overall, large majorities said global warming will cause either a great
deal or a moderate amount of harm. Large majorities of respondents said global warming
will cause “a great deal” or “a moderate amount” of harm to future generations of people
(67%), plant and animal species (67%), people in India (66%), people in their own com-
munity (62%), and themselves and their own family (57%) (Fig. 24). Very few respon-
dents (8% or less) said that global warming will cause no harm at all.

Many respondents said that people in India are already being harmed by global warm-
ing now (21%) or will be within 10 years (22%) (Fig. 25). Others said the impacts will start
to harm people in India within 25 years (15%), 50 years (13%), or 100 years (8%). Only
6 percent said that global warming will never harm people in India, while 15 percent said
they don’t know when this will happen. 

Many Indians also believe that global warming will have a variety of dangerous impacts.
Almost half of respondents said that global warming will cause many more extinctions
of plant and animal species (48%), famines and food shortages (46%), severe heat waves
(45%), droughts and water shortages (45%), and disease epidemics (45%) (Fig. 26).
About a third of respondents said that global warming will cause many more severe floods
(35%) or severe cyclones (32%). 

Half of respondents (50%) either strongly (18%) or somewhat (32%) said that they have
personally experienced the e≠ects of global warming, while 31 percent somewhat or
strongly disagreed, and 19 percent said they don’t know (Fig. 27).

Finally, many Indians are still making up their mind about global warming. A majority
(58%) said that they either strongly (11%) or somewhat (28%) agree that they could eas-
ily change their mind about global warming, with another 19 percent that said they don’t
know. Only 16 percent of survey respondents said that it would be di∞cult for them to
change their mind about the issue (Fig. 28).

global warming awareness and beliefs 19



0

10

20

30

How much do you know about global warming? Do you know a lot about it, something about it, just a 
little about it, or have you never heard of it?

Figure 15: Awareness
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Figure 16: Awareness by Education Level
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Global warming refers to the idea that the world’s average temperature has been increasing over 
the past 150 years, may be increasing more in the future, and that the world’s climate and weather 
patterns may change as a result. What do you think? Do you think that global warming is happen-
ing? Would you say ‘yes’, ‘no’, or ‘I don’t know’? 

Figure 17: Is It Happening?
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Figure 18: Happening by Education Level
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If global warming is happening, do you think it is caused mostly by human activities, by natural 
changes in the environment, some other cause, or none of these because it is not happening?

Figure 19: The Cause
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How worried are you about global warming? Would you say you are very worried, somewhat 
worried, not very worried, or not at all worried?

Figure 20: Worry
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Figure 21: Worry by Education Level
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How important is the issue of global warming to you personally? Would you say it is very important, 
somewhat important, not very important, or not at all important?

Figure 22: Personal Importance
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Figure 23: Personal Importance by Education Level
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How much do you think global warming will harm each of the following? Would you say a great deal, 
a moderate amount, only a little, not at all, or do you not know?

Figure 24: Who Will Be Harmed?
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When, if ever, do you think global warming will start to harm people in India? Would you say people 
in India are being harmed now by global warming or people in India will start to be harmed by global 
warming in 10 years, in 25 years, in 50 years, in 100 years, or never?

Figure 25: Timing of Impacts on India
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In India, over the next 20 years, please tell me if you think global warming will cause more or less of 
the following, if nothing is done to address it?

Figure 26: Frequency of Impacts
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Please tell me how much you agree or disagree with the following statement: I have personally 
experienced the effects of global warming.

Figure 27: Personal Experience
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Please tell me how much you agree or disagree with the following statement: I could easily change 
my mind about global warming.

Figure 28: Certainty of Opinion
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Global warming joins a long list of other hazards of the modern world that are scientifi-
cally complex and about which most people know relatively little. Which risks should
one be concerned about? How high of a priority are they? What should individuals and
societies do about them? In these situations, many individuals look to trusted individu-
als, organizations, or institutions to guide them through this landscape of unknown or
uncertain hazards. Thus, the messenger is often just as important (if not more so) than
the message about risk itself.

Overall, a large majority of survey respondents said they trust scientists (73%), the news
media (69%), environmental organizations (68%), and their own family and friends
(67%) as sources of information about global warming (Fig. 14). Local, state, and national
governments, community leaders, and corporations were trusted by about half of re-
spondents. Finally, religious leaders were trusted by 46 percent of respondents as a source
of information about this issue. 

part 4:

Trust in Di≠erent Messengers
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Next I’m going to read you a list of people, groups and organizations. For each one, please tell me 
how much you trust or distrust each as a source of information about global warming:

Figure 29: Trust
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Overall, 41 percent of survey respondents said that the government of India should be
doing much more (24%) or more (17%) to address global warming (Fig. 30). Another 8
percent said the government is currently doing the right amount. By contrast, 37 percent
said that the government should be doing less (19%) or much less (18%) to address the
issue, while another 14 percent said they don’t know. 

A large majority, however, said that India should be making substantial e≠orts to reduce
global warming, even if this has economic costs. Nearly 1 out of 3 respondents said that
India should make a large-scale e≠ort to reduce global warming, even if it has large eco-
nomic costs (Fig. 31). Another 22 percent supported a medium-scale e≠ort, while an ad-
ditional 23 percent supported a small-scale e≠ort, even if these have moderate or small
economic costs respectively. Only 10 percent said India should make no e≠ort to reduce
global warming, while 14 percent don’t know.

Just over a third of respondents (38%) said that India should reduce its own emissions
immediately without waiting for other countries (Fig. 32), while 18 percent said that India
should reduce its own emissions only if rich countries go first and 13 percent said that
India should reduce its own emissions only if all the other countries of the world reduce
their emissions at the same time. Finally, 13 percent said that India should not reduce its
emissions under any circumstances, while 18 percent said they don’t know.

Many Indians support a variety of concrete policies related to climate change and energy.
Reflecting a desire to learn more, 70 percent of survey respondents said they would favor
a national program to teach all Indians about global warming (Fig. 33). There was also
strong support (67%) for a national e≠ort to encourage local communities to build check
dams to increase local water supplies. 

Majorities of respondents favored policies to encourage drivers to waste less fuel by in-
creasing the price on petrol and LPG (55%); households and industry to waste less water
by increasing the price of water (54%); requiring new buildings to waste less water and
energy, even if this increases their cost (57%); preserving or expanding forested areas,
even if this means less land for agriculture or housing; making more electricity from solar
and wind power, even if this increases the price of electricity (54%); requiring that new
automobiles be more fuel e∞cient, even if this increases the cost of cars and bus fare
(54%); and reducing the number of coal-burning power plants, even if this increases the
cost of electricity (53%).

If there was a major disaster in India, a large majority (75%) of respondents said they
would strongly (43%) or somewhat favor (32%) having some of the refugees move to

part 5:

Support for Climate and Energy Policies
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their community to live (Fig. 34). If there was a major disaster in Bangladesh, however,
only 51 percent of respondents said they would strongly (20%) or somewhat favor (31%)
having some of the refugees move to their community to live, while 26 percent of re-
spondents said they would strongly oppose this (Fig. 35).

Finally, 35 percent of respondents said that protection of the environment improves eco-
nomic growth and provides new jobs, 16 percent said it has no e≠ect on economic growth
or jobs, 31 percent said environmental protection reduces economic growth and costs
jobs, and 18 percent said they don’t know (Fig. 36). The respondents were subsequently
asked, “When there is a conflict between environmental protection and economic growth,
which do you think is more important?” A majority (53%) said that protecting the envi-
ronment is more important, even if it reduces economic growth (Fig. 37). A minority
(28%) said that economic growth is more important, even if it leads to environmental
problems, while 18 percent said they don’t know.

In general, less educated and illiterate respondents are more likely to say “Don’t know”
when asked about various policies, while those with higher education (graduates and
above) and higher incomes are more likely to support most policies.
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Do you think the government of India should be doing much more, more, less, or much less to 
address global warming, or is it currently doing the right amount?

Figure 30: How Should the Indian Government Respond?
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How big of an effort should India make to reduce global warming?

Figure 31: Desired Scale of Action
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Scientists say that gases emitted by motor vehicles, power plants, and factories are causing global 
warming. Rich countries like the United States have been emitting these gases for many years. 
Poorer countries like India, however, are also starting to emit these gases as they buy more motor 
vehicles and build more power plants and factories. People disagree about when India should 
reduce its own emissions of these gases. Which one of the following statements comes closest to 
your own point of view?

Figure 32: When Should India Reduce Emissions?
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Please tell me how much would you favor or oppose India taking each of the following steps to help 
deal with environmental problems:

Figure 18: Policy Support
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If there was a major disaster elsewhere in India, how much would you favor or oppose having some 
of the refugees move to your community to live? Would you strongly favor, somewhat favor, some-
what oppose, or strongly oppose having some of the refugees move to your community to live?

Figure 34: Willingness to Host Refugees from India
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If there was a major disaster in Bangladesh, how much would you favor or oppose having some of 
the refugees move to your community to live? Would you strongly favor, somewhat favor, somewhat 
oppose, or strongly oppose having some of the refugees move to your community to live?

Figure 35: Willingness to Host Refugees from Bangladesh
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Overall do you think that protecting the environment reduces economic growth and costs jobs, 
improves economic growth and provides new jobs, or has no effect on economic growth or jobs?

Figure 36: Impact of Environmental
Protection on Economic Growth
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When there is a conflict between environmental protection and economic growth, which do you 
think is more important?

Figure 37: Environmental Protection vs. Economic Growth
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collective efficacy 37

part 6:

Collective E∞cacy and Safe Drinking Water

“Collective e∞cacy” refers to a group’s shared belief that they are able to organize and act
together in pursuit of a common goal. Groups with high collective e∞cacy are more likely
to work together to solve common problems, while groups with low collective e∞cacy
have di∞culty responding when confronted with a common problem. These questions
attempt to assess the degree to which Indians believe that their communities can act e≠ec-
tively together to solve drinking water access, safety, and supply problems. 

Only half of respondents said they were confident that their community can work to-
gether to increase access to safe drinking water (51%) (Fig. 38), or to make sure that
everyone has enough safe drinking water even during di∞cult times like floods or
droughts (47%) (Fig. 39). Likewise, only half of respondents said that in the past year,
their community had taken steps to help people waste less water at home (51%) (Fig.
44), while only 39 percent said their community had taken steps to increase the amount
of safe drinking water in the past year (Fig. 45).

As individuals, substantial numbers of respondents said they had personally encouraged
other members of their community to waste less water (50%) (Fig. 40), participate in
community activities to increase the amount of safe drinking water (38%) (Fig. 41), de-
mand that community leaders or government o∞cials improve the amount of safe drink-
ing water (37%) (Fig. 42), or participate in social demonstrations to demand more safe
drinking water (24%) (Fig. 43).
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How confident are you that your community can work together to make sure that everyone has 
enough safe drinking water even during difficult times like floods or droughts?

Figure 39: Confidence Community

Can Ensure Drinking Water During Floods or Droughts
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How confident are you that your community can work together to increase access to safe drinking 
water?

Figure 38: Confidence Community

Can Increase Safe Drinking Water
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In the past year, have you encouraged other members of your community to waste less water?

Figure 40: Encouraged Community to Waste Less Water
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In the past year, have you encouraged other members of your community to participate in 
community activities to increase the amount of safe drinking water?

Figure 41: Encouraged Community to Increase Drinking Water
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In the past year, have you encouraged other members of your community to demand that your 
community leaders or government officials improve the amount of safe drinking water for your 
community?

Figure 42: Encouraged Community

to Demand that Leaders Increase Drinking Water
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In the past year, have you encouraged other members of your community to participated in social 
demonstrations – such as “gheroas, rasta rokos, or bands” – to demand more safe drinking water 
for your community?

Figure 43: Encouraged Community

to Demonstrate to Demand Drinking Water
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 In the past year, has your community taken steps to help people waste less water at home?

Figure 44: Community Helped People to Waste Less Water
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In the past year, has your community taken steps to increase the amount of safe drinking water for 
the community?

Figure 45: Community Increased Amount of Drinking Water 
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part 7:

Values

values 43

Overall, respondents tended to hold stronger egalitarian than individualistic values. Large
majorities agreed that “in an ideal society, all basic needs (food, housing, health care, ed-
ucation) would be guaranteed by the government for everyone” (76%), supported “gov-
ernment programs to get rid of poverty” (70%), that “discrimination against some social
groups is still a very serious problem in our society” (66%), and that “the world would
be a more peaceful place if its wealth were divided more equally among nations” (57%)
(Fig. 46).

Respondents were relatively less likely to agree that “if the government spent less time try-
ing to fix everyone’s problems, we’d all be a lot better o≠ ” (71%), “government regula-
tion of business usually does more harm than good” (61%), that “our government tries
to do too many things for too many people – we should just let people take care of them-
selves” (57%), “the government interferes too much in our everyday lives” (57%), and that
“people should be allowed to make as much money as they can, even if it means some
make millions while others live in poverty” (49%).

Respondents were evenly divided between those that said “individuals can make their
own destiny” (38%) vs. “everything in life is the result of fate” (40%) (Fig. 47).
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Please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree with 
each statement.

Figure 46: Egalitarianism & Individualism Values
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What do you think – do individuals make their own destiny or is everything in life the result of fate?

Figure 47: Individual Destiny Made or the Result of Fate
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Television was the mostly widely used media source, with 65 percent of respondents re-
porting that they watch television 5 or more days a week, compared to newspapers (54%),
radio (25%), movies (21%), or the internet (18%) (Table 1). News about sports and tel-
evision and movie stars were the most closely followed types of news (39%), followed by
world a≠airs (36%), local politics (36%), environmental issues (35%), national politics
(34%), the local weather forecast (32%), and business and financial news (31%). Finally,
a large majority of respondents (80%) said that they watch or listen to serial dramas on
television or radio, with 37 percent doing so almost every day, 22 percent several times a
week, and 21 percent a few times a month.
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Table 2: Media Use
 In an ordinary week,how many days in a week do you:

Read a newspaper?

7 days in a week 43

6 days in a week 8

5 days in a week 3

4 days in a week 3

3 days in a week 4

2 days in a week 3

1 day in a week 4

Less often 14

Do not read/watch/listen 14

Don’t know 3

Listen to the radio?

7 days in a week 17

6 days in a week 5

5 days in a week 3

4 days in a week 2

3 days in a week 3

2 days in a week 5

1 day in a week 5

Less often 29

Do not read/watch/listen 27

Don’t know 3

Watch movies?

7 days in a week 13

6 days in a week 5

5 days in a week 3

4 days in a week 3

3 days in a week 4

2 days in a week 4

1 day in a week 8

Less often 34

Do not read/watch/listen 20

Don’t know 4

Use the Internet for
personal reasons (not work)?

7 days in a week 12

6 days in a week 4

5 days in a week 2

4 days in a week 2

3 days in a week 2

2 days in a week 3

1 day in a week 4

Less often 17

Do not read/watch/listen 42

Don’t know 11

Watch television?

7 days in a week 50

6 days in a week 11

5 days in a week 4

4 days in a week 2

3 days in a week 4

2 days in a week 3

1 day in a week 4

Less often 11

Do not read/watch/listen 8

Don’t know 2

part 8:
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10% 21% 27%30% 11%

12% 22% 23%33% 10%

12% 20% 22%36% 10%

14% 22% 22%31% 11%

20% 19% 22%27% 11%

15% 20% 21%34% 11%

15% 21% 19%33% 11%

20% 19% 19%31% 11%

How closely do you follow news about each of the following?

Figure 48: News Types Followed

Average n = 4000
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How often do you watch or listen to serial dramas on television or radio? Would you say almost 
every day, several times a week, a few times a month, or never?

Figure 49: How Often Watch/Listen to Serial Dramas
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part 9:

Demographics and Household Characteristics

Table 3: Demographics
Age groups

18–24 20

25–34 25

35–44 22

45–54 14

55–64 10

65+ 8

Which one of the following best
describes your occupation?

Self-employed in agriculture 8

Self-employed in non-agriculture 8

Casual agricultural labor 4

Casual non-agricultural labor 3

Other labor 12

Salaried employment 32

Student not seeking employment 10

Retired 2

Other 20

What is your caste group?

Upper Caste/Forward Caste 39

Other Backward Classes 31

Scheduled Caste 19

Scheduled Tribe 8

Don’t know 3

Which of the following national
political parties do you feel closest to?

BSP Bahujan Samaj Party 8

BJP Bharatiya Janata Party 29

CPI Communist Party of India 5

CPM Communist Party of India

(Marxist) 4

INC Indian National Congress 20

NCP Nationalist Congress Party 5

RJD Rashtriya Janata Dal 5

Other 2

Don’t know 22

What is your total monthly
household income – putting 
together the income of all 
members of the household?

Above 20,000 rupees 15

10,001 to 20,000 19

5001 to 10,000 25

4001 to 5000 11

3001 to 4000 7

2001 to 3000 5

1001 to 2000 6

Up to 1000 rupees 4

Not applicable 3

Don’t know 5

Gender

Male 52

Female 48

What is
your religion?

Hindu 81

Muslim 14

Jain 1

Animism 1

Christian 2

Sikh 1

Buddhist/

Neo Buddhist 1

No religion 0

Other 0

Don’t know  0

Up to what level
have you studied?

Post graduate and above 7

Graduate 19

Diploma/

certificate course 6

Higher secondary 18

Secondary 15

Middle 11

Primary 8

Literate but below

primary 3

Literate without

formal schooling 3

Not literate 10

Don’t know 1

demographics and household characteristics 47
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